
 

 

 

CHARLESTON TOWNSHIP 

PLANNING COMMISSION MINUTES 

 
 

A regular meeting of the Planning Commission was held at the Township Hall on June 15, 2010. 

 

MEMBERS PRESENT: Walt Kohnke, Don Kramer, Phil Larson, Joan Orman and Art Samson 

 

CALL TO ORDER: Larson called the meeting to order at 7:02 pm and led in the pledge to the Flag. 

 

ADOPTION OF PROPOSED AGENDA AND MINUTES: 

Larson added to the agenda discussion and possible action on Jeff Balkema’s amended excavating fill application. A 

motion was made by Samson, supported by Kramer to adopt the agenda as presented with Larson’s addition. Motion 

carried unanimously. A motion was made by Samson, supported by Kramer to approve the minutes of the May 18, 

2010 meeting. Motion carried unanimously. 

 

CITIZENS TIME: No citizens present. 

 

OLD BUSINESS – FLOOD PLAIN ZONING LANGUAGE AND TEXT CHANGES: 

Samson moved to postpone discussion of this topic to give commissioners an opportunity to study materials that 

were distributed at the meeting. In addition, the Planning Commission is awaiting review of this topic by the Zoning 

Administrator. Support by Kohnke. Motion passed unanimously. 

 

OLD BUSINESS – WIND ENERGY DEVICE ORDINANCE: 

Members discussed the Supervisor’s items of concern regarding the Planning Commission’s proposed wind energy 

device ordinance. Fencing, shadow flicker, decommissioning of the device and regulation of anemometer towers 

were discussed. It was decided that anemometer towers will conform to the rules of all regular towers in the 

Township. Discussion ensured about language regarding decommissioning. Samson suggested that commissioners 

peruse other ordinances to gleen information. Kohnke read some of the language re: this topic from the Mason 

County ordinance which was provided as a model ordinance at the May 18 meeting by the owners of Four Elements 

Energy. The commissioners will discuss actual ordinance language at their July meeting. 

 

OLD BUSINESS – AMENDED BALKEMA EXCAVATING FILL APPLICATION: 

Jeff Balkema rewrote his application to provide the necessary information requested by the Planning Commission. 

Larson feels this application is ready for recommendation for approval by the Township Board. Samson cautioned 

that a better approach would be to compare the Zoning Administrator’s report with the application to ensure that it 

meets with the concerns of the board. Discussion ensued. It was agreed to adopt Samson’s suggestion. The 

application will be discussed at the July meeting. 

  

MEMBERS TIME: Samson volunteered to survey other township ordinances as they relate to decommissioning and 

shadow flicker of wind energy devices in order to suggest language for a wind energy device ordinance. Larson 

volunteered to survey model language for fencing. Larson suggested using the Mason County language for 

regulating anemometer towers. 

 

The meeting was adjourned at 7:53 pm upon motion by Samson, support by Kramer. Motion carried unanimously. 

 

 

 

Prepared 6/15/10 by Joan Orman 


